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Throughout history, the Americas has been visited by many people. The Vikings visited on the Americas in the early 1st Century B.C. Christopher Columbus and his band of explorers set foot on the continent in the early 15th century. The founding fathers followed soon after. When all of these people travelled from the East, the only inhabitants of the continents were the Natives. However, history tells us what happened to the natives and how the white man got his stronghold of the continent in the coming centuries. What I am here to discuss is this: most of the people who visited the land became immigrants, who decided to stay and not go back to their own countries.
	The notion that America is a land of immigrants stands true since the beginning of history. One may ask, why America? Why did all the immigrants choose to come here? A perfect answer would be America was the land of opportunities for them. The Founding Fathers left Europe because of religious prosecution and needed a new home where they could live in peace and without fear of being targets of the Catholics and the Anglican Church. Christopher Columbus and his band of explorers were in the notion of getting Europe out of its miserable poverty. If we take a closer look at today’s immigrants to the US, we do not see any deviation from the reasons for them to come here. However, the US Government fails to acknowledge this. 
	Illegal immigrants have been a subject of debate for long; however, Trump’s election into the office of the President and his promises to deport the current illegal immigrants, and build a taller wall at the border have made it a controversial topic. Today an estimated 5.5 million illegal immigrants live in the United States, and to deport them is a nightmarish expensive undertaking. What the President Trump does not realize is that illegal immigrants have been beneficial for the US in the past and will continue to be. Illegal immigrants do not pose a threat to U.S. economic and social constructs, and making them legal residents is the moral and right thing to do, and it adds to the benefits the US receives from them.
	Immigrants play an important factor in the growth of the US economy. Politicians and economists agree on this front due to several factors. Stuart Anderson, in his article in Forbes, “3 Reasons Why Immigrants Are Key to Economic Growth” state that “[immigrants are key to economic growth because of] Labor force growth, entrepreneurship and human capital.” Utilizing the example of Japan (immigrant-unfriendly country), Anderson argues that the US would have faced a demographic crisis due to shortage of workers, if it weren’t for the immigration population. Due to Baby Boomers approaching the retiring age, the US would not be able to find the steady workforce to replace them. Anderson also states that immigrant entrepreneurs make up more than half of the nation’s business owners and alike. Utilizing the study of 87 start-up companies valued at $1 Billion or more by the National Foundation for American Policy, he states 44 of these 87 companies had at least 1 immigrant founder. Quoting from Small Business Administration “Immigrant business owners make significant contributions to business income, generating $67 billion of the $577 billion in U.S. business income, as estimated from 2000 U.S. Census data.”
	Aside from the human capital, labor growth and entrepreneurships, immigrants also help the US economy as they are a reason for companies to stay in the US and provide for both skilled and unskilled workforce. Former Mayor of New York City Michael R. Bloomberg state in his testimony before the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security, and International Law, “… companies are seeking to fill low wage jobs that Americans just will not take, from fruit pickers to groundskeepers to custodians” and immigrants would be willing to work those jobs. He states that by the US making it difficult for companies to find the necessary workforce, more companies will seek to move to other countries, where workers are readily available and cheaper. Bloomberg also adds that legalizing the current illegal immigrants will only help the government further as it adds another million or so taxpayers for the country. 
	From these statements, we can understand that immigrants provide more benefits than harm for the US economy, and legalizing them allows for the country to further its growth. Quoting from Rupert Murdoch, “a path to legalization will contribute an estimated $1.5 trillion to the gross domestic product over 10 years.” These numbers cannot be ignored when lawmakers consider make decisions for the country’s future economic growth.
 	When the Congress makes laws for illegal immigrants, they must also look into where and why the immigrants came to America.
Some people believe that immigrants bring the crime and violence rates higher in this country, however, that’s not true. There are many illegal  immigrants who lead their life morally and rightfully.  They live in this country following all the laws but got in this country violating the laws to lead a good life.  It is statically proven that the rate of crimes immigrants in lesser than that of born citizens here. According to a New York Times article “ Here’s the Reality About Illegal Immigrants in the United States” by Vivian Yee, Kenan Davis and Jugal K. Patel, it states that “ most undocumented immigrants are productive, law-abiding members of society, deeply rooted in communities all over the country, working hard, living quietly, paying taxes and raising families ”. It  shows that not everyone comes here with an intension of committing crimes and to be a threat to the American society. This is does not mean these immigrants does not commit crimes or felonies, but there are lesser percentages of people with a criminal background coming here. It is also proven that there are lesser rates of crime where there is a larger portion of immigrants. 
	It is extremely hard for these illegal immigrants to become legal in this country if they are not channeled properly and checked in with proper papers. Even if they live for years in the U.S, it is difficult for illegal immigrants to get a green card or become legal immigrants in this country. They can have a settled life, U.S citizen spouse, U.S born children, a good business, etc. all these factors can still be against some of these illegal immigrants as they still wouldn’t get documented in this country and will sometimes get deported too. This can destroy their life completely as they are being rooted out of their settled place and placed in another country which makes them start all over again. 
	Most of these illegal immigrants come here on the basis of work and living a better life than back in their country. It's mostly because their country of origin’s government has failed in fulfilling their basic needs to either protect or provide for these illegal immigrants who have come here. These people come here with an expectation of getting paid better and living their life free of fear. They have a hope that the U.S economy would provide them a better life style than their lifestyle given back in their country. 
	According to an article “Why do people cross the border illegally? It's not what you think” by Patt Morrison, not all people that come here illegally have a desire to live in this country permanently. Some of these people come here for securing the economic status of their families. There are many who come here for getting paid better so that they can send the money back home to where their family is and would like to return to their country properly and legally. But because of their undocumented living in U.S, it makes their life more difficult to go back with enough money to live there with their family. 
	Some of the reasons that people move here illegally are for safety and protection. There is violence in most of the poorer countries outside U.S. One other reason for them to leave their country is the poverty, as that makes their future life unsecure and unprotected. Also, another goal of these illegal immigrants would be to lead a healthier life as most of the poorer countries creates a vast number of diseases which makes these people sick and thereby making them unsuitable for employment. By entering this country, it gives them opportunity to have a healthy and protected life. Therefore, not all people come here in for rewards from this country but because of their helplessness and weakness. 
	Many states have been helping the undocumented people from being jailed for unnecessary identification issues. For example in the article  “Sanctuary Policies Are Not the Only Way to Welcome Immigrants” by  Yessenia Funes, the people and the police department from North Carolina are helpful and friendly towards the undocumented immigrants that lives in their community. These officials provide them with a form of  photo identification so that they can use it in schools, health places, etc. This simple help would keep these illegal immigrants by pertaining from unnecessary circumstances. They have been looking and trying different solutions to protect and help the undocumented people from loosing their lives here. 
	Many Americans agree and support that illegal immigrants should be given the equal rights to citizenship. Some of the reasons for this is that they have equally labored in this country to get a better economic status here. U.S has been benefited by these illegal immigrants in different fields of employment. Deportation of these people can negatively eaffectour economic growth too as there is a large percentage of illegal immigrants residing in this country. Also, as stated in the article “Legalization of Unauthorized Immigrants Would Benefit the US Economy”  by Marshall Fitz, legalizing the undocumented people would benefit the US economy as we would gain approximately $1.5 trillion over time. This is because they would be paid higher when legalized unlike the lower wages when they were illegally working here. This would enable them to utilize the money over country's goods and things like houses, cars, etc. This would only profit the US economy more. The same articles states that the naturalized citizens are more useful and beneficial for the country than the legal permanent residents ( Fitz, Marshall). This is said because of their ability to show their talents and their education level when its completed here. Therefore, its always better to keep these immigrants here and legalize them rather than deporting them away as that could be a loss to the American economy too. 
	The undocumented immigrants come from various places but about more than half of these are from Mexico. According to the article “Unauthorized Immigrants: Who They Are and What the Public Thinks” by Noel Marino, Some of the other places that the illegal immigrants came from are El Salvador, Guatemala, India, China, Philippines, Honduras, etc.  
	It Is almost impossible to deport 11 million people from this country to their land of origin. It is not just through crossing the borders illegal people have come in here, it’s also through the legal visa’s they obtained and never went back by overstaying it. An example of this can be when a person applies the visa to the US for studying, they will over stay their due date and not go back to their place which makes them illegal here. Some people come here with a tourist visa and stays back even after their visa expires, this is also known as being illegally here or illegal immigrants. 
As shown earlier, there are many factors that citizens of other countries migrate to US legally and illegally. Among them, the three main ones are for protection, more money in order to have a settled life, a better and secure future. Coming from different countries these immigrants struggled and worked hard to change their lives for better, it would be harsh and devastating decision for them to move out from the place they have been living for years and go back to their place of origin with shattered dreams to start all over again. All these hard works they did would be of no use to them. They may be illegally residing in this country but they are humans with many dreams and goals in life who lives a very normal and secure life in a society here. No matter where they came from or why they came here, they trusted this country to make their lives better and resourceful. 
	
Reflection
	The research and critical analysis essay gave a chance for me to integrate my stance into the topic that I selected for the exploratory essay. I was able to research more thoroughly and helped me input my train of thought into the essay. I was able to satisfy the following learning goals:
1. Develop strategies for reading, drafting, collaborating, revising, and editing.
2. Engage in the collaborative and social aspects of writing processes.
3. Locate/evaluate research sources in the library’s databases or archives
4. Integrating your stance with appropriate sources using strategies such as summary, analysis, synthesis, and argumentation.
5. Practice systematic application of citation conventions.
Overall, this research paper was able to provide me with more reasons to fight for a cause I believe in.
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